GO FORTH
ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY HIGH STRATEGIC DIRECTION
INSPIRED BY IMAGINING 18

EDUCATING LEADERS

FOR THE WORLD

Leadership is inspired by boldness, an undaunted
will to achieve greatness. It is guided by vision,
to look beyond the horizon for new opportunities
and pathways. Its direction changes yet does not
waver. It adapts, accepting risk for the greater
good. Its roots are strong, its wings stronger, and
when it takes flight, its potential is boundless
and immeasurable.

Since 1818, St. Louis University High (SLUH) has earned distinction as a premier
leader in education. Its dedication to developing caring and ethical leaders is
punctuated by the accomplishments of its alumni, who have distinguished
themselves in all fields and at all levels. The school’s legacy is borne from a rich
academic tradition and longstanding commitment to serving those in need. As one
alumnus says, “When I give to SLUH, I give to the world.”
Infused with the five-century-old tradition and philosophy of St. Ignatius of Loyola,
founder of the Society of Jesus, it has changed and adapted to carry out its mission.
Known initially as St. Louis Academy and growing to include Loyola Hall and Gonzaga
Hall, SLUH has had four different campus locations. Amid the change, it has remained
steadfast in its commitment to developing “men for others” while anticipating the
needs of the future to shape its vision for the next generation.
In that context, and understanding our care for SLUH today and beyond our 200th
anniversary, we have undertaken an 18-month comprehensive strategic thinking
exercise called Imagining 18. An entrepreneurial, creative-thinking cadre of alumni,
parents, past parents, trustees, faculty, administrators and outside experts gathered
to dream about new possibilities and untapped opportunities in Jesuit secondary
education. They explored the unexplored and challenged SLUH to reach beyond the
status quo.

From Imagining 18, a vision emerged:

MISSION

In 2018, St. Louis University High School will model
academic achievement and faith formation
for the nation and the world!
A vibrant community of almost 1,100 students
and more than 100 faculty and staff members,
SLUH carries on its rich tradition as an anchor
in the City of St. Louis, with achievements in
every area from athletics and academics, to
drama and service. Yet the dawning of a third
century presents transformative possibilities
for a new time.

SLUH is embracing “Go Forth” as its pathway
to a future envisioned in Imagining 18. This
puts our school in the best position to become
a model in developing leaders of tomorrow,
young men of competence, conscience and
compassion who make a real difference in
the world. It breathes life into the ‘multipliereffect’ vision of St. Ignatius, who said of
students: “…their good education in life and
doctrine will be beneficial to many others, with
the fruit expanding more widely everyday.”

Like pilgrims journeying to a destiny
envisioned but not yet realized, SLUH is
opening its wings to take flight. Together,
we will go forth to bear fruit for the world.

We are a Catholic, Jesuit college-preparatory
school for young men, committed to its
presence in the City of St. Louis and dedicated
to building Christ’s kingdom of truth, justice,
love, and peace. We serve young men based
on their ability to succeed, rather than their
economic circumstances.
Through a rigorous academic program, we
help our students develop critical minds and
a life-long devotion to learning that informs
moral choices and transforms lives.
In addition to assisting in the intellectual,
aesthetic, social, and physical formation
of our students, we help them develop
compassionate hearts by fostering habits of
personal prayer, reflection, and service for the
Greater Glory of God.

CORE VALUES
THEOLOGICAL/SPIRITUAL

Men for others, Catholic and Jesuit, cura
personalis (care of the whole person), personal
relationship with God, finding God in all things

OPERATIONAL

Academic rigor, skilled and caring faculty, strong
sense of community, needs-blind admissions,
education of the whole person

Following are the priorities that will ignite the first decade of the third century
of SLUH and move us toward becoming a model school.

Endowing Access, Affordability & Funding Leadership in Education
True to its Jesuit heritage, SLUH embodies an
enduring commitment to justice in part by
educating all qualified young men, regardless
of their socioeconomic background. The school
is unique in that it conducts needs-blind based
admission and does not cap financial aid, so
if a student is academically qualified, he is
admitted, regardless of his family’s economic
circumstance. This commitment to access
and affordability is a hallmark of the school
and enables us to attract the brightest minds
from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds. Our
families reside in 90 different zip codes as far
as 50 miles from the school, and the student
body represents over 170 feeder schools.

Nearly 40 percent of our students receive
direct financial aid, and SLUH commits more
of its resources to financial aid than peer
schools with larger endowments. In recent
history, SLUH has funded financial aid through
the generosity of our alumni and parents via
the annual fund and endowed scholarships.
We have worked to maintain a tuition level
that is adequate relative to the cost of a SLUH
education.

standard of offering financial assistance,
we aspire to raise $27 million for growth
of our endowment. In turn, this new level
of endowment will allow SLUH, beyond its
annual need to seek assistance for the gap in
operations, to pursue the higher orders of new
The financial accessibility to our school has student opportunity, innovative curriculum
been and will continue to be among our and faculty compensation and professional
highest priorities. In order to preserve this development — all for the greater good of our
unique aspect of SLUH and today’s high young men.

Promoting a Collaboration-Based Curriculum

The following strategic objectives address
how SLUH will model collaborative academic
programming:

•

A Director of Strategic Curriculum Initiatives
will be hired to develop a Summer Curriculum
Institute, which will enrich curriculum •
collaboration, and to reimagine the school
daily and weekly calendars. In addition, the
new Director will implement and manage
a variety of strategic planning concepts,
including:

Throughout its history, SLUH has adapted to deepen its academic rigor and equip scholars
with relevant intellectual and learning skillsets to thrive in an interconnected global
community. Mindful that today’s most advanced educational programs pulse with the vitality of
interdisciplinary and cross-disciplinary learning experiences, SLUH is committed to promoting
a collaboration-based model of curriculum development, management and revision, and will
further collaboration as an institutional priority. Through regular touchpoints among faculty
and the establishment of a Summer Curriculum Institute, collaborative learning, teaching and
professional development projects will be explored and proposed.

Expansion of foreign- and English •
language-based exchange programs.
In addition, existing programs will be
stabilized and local programs further
developed.
Growth of the historic 20-year-old Nanjing
Foreign Exchange Program to receive 10
Chinese students in each of sophomore,
junior and senior years. Reasonable
housing options will be provided to these
participating students.

•

Global Education initiatives, including
the soon-to-be-launched Educate Magis,
a vibrant online community that was
established in conjunction with SLUH’s
leadership and consists of 2,000 Jesuit
schools worldwide.

•

Addition of Arabic to the curriculum so
students can learn one of the world’s
most utilized languages and its related
studies, and lead in a global community.

•

Development of a four-year learning skills
program across the curriculum to utilize
broad-based collaborative and crosscurricular themes each year. Faculty will
be trained to implement and support this
program for all Jr. Bills. The program will
address the learning skills needed at the
freshman level in the transition to high
school, in addition to equipping scholars
with the skills to succeed in college and
beyond.
Collaborative learning opportunities
via alumni and parent outreach to
enrich the student learning experience
with real-world talent, wisdom and
experience. Examples include alumni and
parent-hosted business and corporate
internships, meaningful on-campus
connections, and mentoring for academic
and service project development.

Offering Comprehensive Counseling and Student Support Services

Among the core values of Jesuit education is •
that of cura personalis, or care of the whole
person—personally, spiritually, physically,
emotionally and academically. Imagining 18
led to an increased commitment to providing
a comprehensive counseling program that
addresses student needs from life skills
and crisis response, to personal and college
admissions counseling. The vision of a model
Jesuit education calls for a truly holistic •
approach to the counseling needs of students.
To realize this vision, SLUH is hiring a Director
of Counseling as informed by the strategic
plan to incorporate:

A Center for Academic Success to •
provide academic support services
for all students—including those with
learning differences, those who struggle
academically, and those with health–
related and other challenges—and to
provide opportunities for advanced •
learning.
Newly established programming in
areas of personal, academic and college
counseling for all class years at SLUH.
This programming will reach parents and
students; continue to educate faculty
in ways that allow them to best care for
our students; and partner with alumni
to assist students in the college selection
and admissions processes.

A decreased student/counselor ratio to
provide greater personal attention for all
comprehensive counseling, consistent
with other top college preparatory
schools.
The comprehensive counseling program,
when developed and staffed, will
incorporate the faith experience and
spirituality of students, thus working in
conjunction and/or alignment with the
Campus Ministry program at SLUH.

Fostering Student Faith Formation & Campus Ministry

Creating a Third Century Campus Master Plan

Central to the mission of SLUH is its Jesuit •
heritage that recognizes that education is
about more than history, math and economics.
True education considers the formation of
the spiritual person as well as the intellectual
development of the student. The end of this
spiritual formation process is the mind and •
heart seeking God in all things and hearing
a call to the service of the marginalized and
those in need.

The themes of collaborative learning,
globalization, sustainability and the best use
of space at SLUH’s premiere urban location are
important to the design of the campus of the
future. The school has undertaken a campus
master planning initiative to consider how its
facilities can be renovated and/or expanded
to (1) support institution-wide collaborative
planning and learning, (2) house expanded
counseling, learning skills programming and
spaces related to global education initiatives,
and (3) reflect a concern for sustainability
and environmental impact. While still in
development, some of these projects include:

To these ends, the strategic plan calls for
the development of a robust program of
student faith formation and campus ministry.
Following are initiatives that begin to realize
these objectives:

S LU H w i l l e s t a b l i s h a f o u r- y ea r
retreat program and four-year retreat
requirement for all students. To support
the expanded retreat offerings, the
Campus Ministry team will be expanded.
Consistent with the experiential goals of
Go Forth, the Campus Ministry offerings
will be expanded to include: immersion
experiences that help shape our local
community, an increase in the number
of pilgrimages for faculty and students,
including trips to Ignatian sites, in
addition to national and international
immersion programs.

•

The Counseling offices will move and •
expand to accommodate a comprehensive
Counseling Program and a Center for
Academic Success.

•

Campus Ministry will be relocated next to
a renovated chapel, allowing for much- •
needed facility maintenance while also
realizing new spaces for the spiritual and
service programs impacting our students.

•

An upgrade to improve the school’s
science education program for labs and
project-based learning.

•

•
The current library will be retrofitted
to house the school’s exceptional art
program with increased gallery space
showcasing student and faculty art
achievements as well as SLUH’s art •
collection.

The current art classroom space will be
converted into multiple collaborative
learning classrooms as models for the
development of future teaching and
learning spaces.
Replace the original SLUH auditorium
with a new World Learning Center,
addressing much-needed facility
renovation and combining information
services with technology, global
education and collaborative learning
spaces.
The campus landscaping will be reviewed
to ensure that it reflects a commitment to
sustainability, therefore reducing the cost
and impact of replacing plants and trees.
Integrate the technology plan throughout
the campus in support of the creation of
a campus-wide collaborative learning
environment.

Divine Aspiration
In preparing for the 200th anniversary of service as one of the nation’s outstanding Jesuit high
schools, we established a vision that called forth the best.
In the spirit of the magis, the Ignatian principle of seeking the better, our vision led to bold
ideas, fresh approaches and a growing understanding of the importance of collaborative
and global thinking. It also inspired discussion and operational movement in several other
areas, such as food and nutrition, Catholic Social Teaching, technology and faculty spiritual
development.
St. Ignatius once said: “The more universal the good, the more it is divine. Therefore, preference
ought to be given to those persons and places which, through their own improvement, become
a cause which can spread the good accomplished to many others who are under their influence
or take guidance from them.”
Our Go Forth initiatives, inspired by an unfailing will to achieve greatness in education, will
indeed lead St. Louis University High School to model academic achievement and faith
formation for the nation and the world. They provide the pathway to go forth, bear fruit, and,
in the words of St. Ignatius, become divine.

Prayer for Generosity
Lord, teach me to be generous.
Teach me to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to ask for reward,
save that of knowing that I do your will.
— St. Ignatius of Loyola

AD MAJOREM DEI GLORIAM
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